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interval recording mode in which a predetermined recording
time worth of moving image data is repeatedly recorded
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1
RECORDING APPARATUS AND
RECORDING METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a recording apparatus and
a recording method, and in particular relates to a recording
apparatus capable of interval recording and a recording
method.

2. Description of the Related Art

There is a conventionally known recording apparatus that
shoots a moving image and records it on a recording medium
such as a memory card. One example of this type of
recording apparatus has an interval shooting function for
shooting a moving image for a certain time (number of
frames) at a predetermined time interval (see Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 2012-80340).

With an SD memory card, which is one type of memory
card, it is possible to perform writing in units of a recording
unit (RU), which is the minimum writing unit, and also
perform writing in units of an allocation unit (AU), whose
size is an integral multiple of the size of the RU. Data can
be written at a higher speed when performing writing in AU
units than when performing writing in RU units.

There are cases where moving image data has a higher
data rate than still picture data, and even with moving image
data obtained by interval shooting, writing is performed in
AU units similarly to the case of performing normal moving
image shooting. However, since the shooting time for each
instance in interval shooting is generally short, the size of
the obtained moving image data piece is often smaller than
the size of the AU, and an unused area will remain in an AU.
However, the moving image data obtained in the next
instance of the interval shooting will be written into an
unused AU, thus resulting in the unused area of the previ-
ously recorded AU being wasted.

The present invention addresses this issue in conventional
technology, and provides a recording apparatus that can
effectively use the recording area of a recording medium in
the case where moving image data obtained by interval
shooting is recorded to the recording medium, and a record-
ing method.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a recording apparatus comprising: a recording unit
that records moving image data to a recording medium; and
a control unit that selects one of a first writing mode in which
the recording unit instructs to write data to the recording
medium in a first writing unit of the recording medium, and
a second writing mode in which the recording unit instructs
to write data to the recording medium in a second writing
unit whose size is greater than the first writing unit, and
controls the recording unit so as to write the moving image
data to the recording medium in accordance with the
selected writing mode, wherein the control unit selects the
first writing mode in an interval recording mode in which a
predetermined recording time worth of moving image data
is repeatedly recorded each time a predetermined interval
period elapses, and controls the recording unit so as to
record moving image data to the recording medium in
accordance with the first writing mode in the interval
recording mode.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a recording method comprising: control-
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2

ling a recording operation according to a recording mode
including a first writing mode in which data is written in a
first writing unit and a second writing mode in which data is
written in a second writing unit whose size is greater than the
first recording unit, wherein in the controlling step com-
prises, selecting, if the recording mode is an interval record-
ing mode in which a predetermined recording time worth of
moving image data is repeatedly recorded each time a
predetermined interval period elapses, the first writing mode
in which data is written to the recording medium in the first
writing unit, and controlling the recording operation so as to
record moving image data to the recording medium in
accordance with the first writing mode in the interval
recording mode.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of a digital camera as one example of a
recording apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing writing mode setting
processing according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing processing in an interval
recording mode according to the first embodiment.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams schematically showing the
positional relationship between recording areas of a record-
ing medium and moving image data that has been recorded.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are flowcharts showing writing mode
setting processing according to a second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will
now be described in detail in accordance with the accom-
panying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of the
configuration of a digital camera 100 as one example of a
recording apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Examples of the recording apparatus
according to the present embodiment include not only an
imaging apparatus, but also any electronic device that can
record moving images obtained by interval shooting per-
formed by an internal or connected camera. Examples of
such an electronic device include a mobile phone, a tablet
terminal, a game console, a personal computer, a navigation
system, and an appliance.

As shown in FIG. 1, an imaging unit 101 has an optical
system, an imaging device, and the like, and outputs moving
image data obtained by shooting a subject. Note that
although the imaging unit 101 of the present embodiment
outputs moving image data having 1920 pixels horizontallyx
1080 pixels vertically and a frame rate of 30 frames per
second, the moving image data may have another number of
pixels and frame rate.

A control unit 102 performs overall control of the opera-
tion of the digital camera 100 according to input from an
operation unit 103. The control unit 102 includes a micro-
computer (CPU), a memory, and the like, and controls the
digital camera 100 in accordance with a computer program
(software) stored on a non-volatile memory (not shown).
Also, the control unit 102 has a built-in recording medium
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interface for the communication of data and commands with
a recording/playback unit 106.

The operation unit 103 includes various types of switches,
buttons, and the like for a user to perform operations. The
operation unit 103 receives various types of instructions and
the like from the user and notifies the control unit 102 of
them. Also, the operation unit 103 includes a power switch,
a switch for instructing the start, stop, etc. of moving image
data recording, a switch for switching the operation mode of
the digital camera 100, a switch for operating menu screens,
and the like.

When recording is performed, a signal processing unit
104 encodes moving image data acquired by the imaging
unit 101 into a known encoding format such as MPEG so as
to compresses the quantity of information. Also, when
playback is performed, the signal processing unit 104
decodes moving image data read out from a recording
medium 108 so as to expand the quantity of information.

A memory 105 temporarily stores moving image data
acquired by the imaging unit 101, moving image data read
out from the recording medium 108, and the like. Various
function blocks of the digital camera 100 process the mov-
ing image data by accessing it in the memory 105. Also,
besides moving image data, the memory 105 stores various
types of information such as file system information and
management information, and furthermore plays the role of
a work memory or the like for when the control unit 102
executes programs.

The recording/playback unit 106 writes and reads moving
image data and various types of information to/from the
recording medium 108. When performing recording, the
recording/playback unit 106 reads out moving image data
stored in the memory 105, and writes it to the recording
medium 108. Also, when performing playback, the record-
ing/playback unit 106 reads out moving image data and
audio data from the recording medium 108 and stores it in
the memory 105. In the present embodiment, an SD memory
card is used as the recording medium 108 that has recording
modes with different minimum recording units, but there is
no particular limitation on the medium format, and it is
possible to use a general recording medium such as a hard
disk (HDD) or a memory card of another standard. An SD
memory card has a flash memory, which is a non-volatile
memory for storing data, and a controller for controlling the
writing and reading of data to/from the flash memory.

Also, moving image data and various types of information
that are to be recorded to the recording medium 108 are
managed as files by the recording/playback unit 106 in
accordance with a file system such as the FAT (File Allo-
cation Table) file system. Furthermore, although the record-
ing medium 108 is configured so as to be able to be mounted
to and ejected from the digital camera 100 using a mounting
and ejecting mechanism (not shown), a configuration is
possible in which the recording medium 108 is built into the
digital camera 100.

In the case where a moving image file including moving
image data is to be read from or written to the recording
medium 108, the control unit 102 controls the recording/
playback unit 106 so as to read out file system data (man-
agement data) such as the FAT and directory information
from the recording medium 108, and stores it in the memory
105. This file system data is data that indicates the file
names, file sizes, data recording addresses, and the like of
data recorded on the recording medium 108, and is infor-
mation for managing files. Also, the control unit 102 con-
trols the writing and reading of files in accordance with the
readout file system data. The control unit 102 updates the file
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system data stored in the memory 105 in response to the
writing of files to the recording medium 108. The updated
file system data is then recorded on the recording medium
108 by the recording/playback unit 106 at a predetermined
timing.

Also, an output unit 107 outputs played back moving
image data to a display apparatus or the like outside the
digital camera 100. A display unit 109 displays moving
images and various types of information on a display
apparatus such as a liquid crystal panel. A data bus 110 is
used for the transmission and reception of data, various
types of control commands, and the like between the func-
tion blocks of the digital camera 100. A power supply unit
111 supplies power received from a power supply such as a
battery (not shown) to the function blocks of the digital
camera 100. The control unit 102 of the present embodiment
can control whether or not power is to be supplied from the
power supply unit 111 to each of the function blocks of the
digital camera 100.

The following describes modes for writing data to the
recording medium 108 in the digital camera 100 of the
present embodiment. The digital camera 100 of the present
embodiment has a normal writing mode (first writing mode)
in which data is written to the recording medium 108 in
cluster units regardless of the SD speed class. The digital
camera 100 also has a high-speed writing mode (second
writing mode) in which data is written in AU units in
accordance with the SD speed class. It should be noted that
these writing modes are different from the normal (DS)
mode and the high-speed (HS) mode of SD memory cards.

In the high-speed writing mode, the recording unit is an
allocation unit (AU), whose size is an integral multiple of
the size of a recording unit (RU), which is the minimum
writing unit determined by the SD speed class. The size of
the RU is an integral multiple of 16 KB, and is prescribed
as the minimum size that corresponds to the speed class.
Information regarding the AU and the RU is recorded on the
SD memory card as card information (SD status), and thus
can be acquired from the SD memory card when power is
introduced or at any time.

Note that when reading or writing data to an SD memory
card, the cluster size, which is the unit of management in the
file system, and the RU size are generally the same, and the
RU will be considered to be a cluster in the following
description. It should be noted that the AU in an SD memory
card is different from an allocation unit that is synonymous
with a cluster in the FAT file system. Also, although a SD
memory card has a prescribed speed class for guaranteeing
the minimum write speed, the minimum write speed is
guaranteed based on the premise of performing recording in
AU units, and therefore writing in AU units can also be
called writing in accordance with the speed class.

In the high-speed writing mode, data writing is performed
after designating, from among the AUs of the recording
medium 108, AUs whose cluster usage rate is zero, that is to
say AUs in which all of the clusters making up the AU are
empty. Specifically, the recording/playback unit 106 desig-
nates an address that is to be the head of an AU, issues a
writing command to the recording medium 108 for writing
data beginning at the designated address, and also transmits
data. In this way, in the high-speed writing mode, data
writing is performed in units of an AU, which is an area
made up of a predetermined number of consecutive clusters,
thus making it possible to perform high-speed data writing.
However, if the amount of data to be written cannot be
divided evenly according to the AU size, data writing will
end in a state in which only a portion of the clusters in an AU
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are used, and the remaining unused clusters will not be used
in subsequent writing, thus being wasted.

In contrast, in the normal writing mode, the digital camera
100 uses the cluster, which is the recording unit of the
recording medium 108, as the unit of data writing. Specifi-
cally, the recording/playback unit 106 designates an address
that is to be the head of a cluster, issues a writing command
to the recording medium 108 for writing data beginning at
the designated address, and also transmits data. Since data
writing is performed in cluster units in the normal writing
mode, the data writing speed is slower than in the high-speed
writing mode, but clusters can be used without being wasted.

Specifically, in the case where one AU is made up of N
clusters, in order to write one AU worth (N clusters worth)
of data in the high-speed writing mode, the recording/
playback unit 106 designates an AU head address and
transmits a writing command to the recording medium 108
one time. In contrast, in order to write the same N clusters
worth of data in the normal writing mode, the recording/
playback unit 106 transmits a writing command to the
recording medium 108 N times. For this reason, time is
required to receive a response to the writing command from
the recording medium 108 in the normal writing mode.

The digital camera 100 of the present embodiment has a
normal recording mode and an interval recording mode as
recording modes. In the interval recording mode, an opera-
tion for capturing and recording a set recording time (num-
ber of frames) worth of moving image data is performed
each time a predetermined interval period elapses. The user
can set the normal recording mode or the interval recording
mode by operating the operation unit 103. Although the
recording time is 0.5 seconds in the interval recording mode
of the present embodiment, this is simply one example, and
the recording time may be another time, or may be able to
be set by the user.

Also, the user can set the interval period by selecting one
of multiple interval periods that have been prepared in
advance. For example, 5 seconds, 10 seconds, 30 seconds, 1
minute, 10 minutes, and 1 hour are prepared as interval
periods, and the user selects one of these interval periods.
The user can furthermore set the number of times that
recording is to be repeated in the interval recording mode.
The control unit 102 stores information indicating the set
interval period and recording repetition number in the
memory 105.

Also, the digital camera 100 of the present embodiment
records each piece of moving image data obtained in one
instance of recording in the interval recording mode as a
separate moving image file. This is done in order to suppress
the power consumption of the digital camera 100 by inter-
rupting the supply of power to unneeded blocks during
standby until the start of the next recording, thus making it
possible to perform interval recording for an extended
period of time even in the battery-driven state. For this
reason, if interval recording has been carried out with the
recording repetition number 100 for example, 100 moving
image files will be recorded on the recording medium 108.
Note that a certain amount of time is required to be able to
start interval recording again after one instance of interval
recording ends and the power supply is interrupted, and the
power supply is not cut off if the recording interval (interval
period) that was set is shorter than that amount of time. Note
that in this case as well, separate moving image files may be
recorded for each instance of interval recording in order to
reliably record captured moving image data.

The digital camera 100 of the present embodiment also
has a function by which the pieces of moving image data
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6

stored in multiple moving image files that were recorded on
the recording medium 108 in a series of interval recording
are concatenated and recorded as one moving image file on
the recording medium 108. Details of this concatenation
function will be described later.

Also, the digital camera 100 of the present embodiment
changes mode for writing data to the recording medium 108
between the normal recording mode (recording mode other
than the interval recording mode) and the interval recording
mode.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a flow of processing for
setting the writing mode of the recording medium 108,
which is executed by the control unit 102. In the case where
the user has set either the normal recording mode or the
interval recording mode by operating the operation unit 103
for example, the control unit 102 detects the recording mode
that was set by the user (step S201). Next, the control unit
102 determines whether the set recording mode is the
normal recording mode or the interval recording mode (step
S202). If the determination result is the interval recording
mode, the control unit 102 sets the normal writing mode as
the mode for writing data to the recording medium 108 (step
S203). Also, if the determination result is the normal record-
ing mode, the control unit 102 sets the high-speed writing
mode as the mode for writing data to the recording medium
108 (step S204).

This relationship can be summarized as follows.

Recording mode Writing mode

Normal recording mode
Interval recording mode

High-speed writing mode (AU units)
Normal writing mode (cluster units)

The following describes recording operations of the digi-
tal camera 100 of the present embodiment, beginning with
recording processing in the normal recording mode. When
the recording medium 108 is newly mounted, or the digital
camera 100 is powered on, the control unit 102 generates an
AU table, which is information indicating the FAT clusters
that correspond to each AU and their usage status, and stores
the generated AU table in the memory 105. Specifically,
based on the information read out from the recording
medium 108, the control unit 102 detects the size of one
cluster making up an AU based on the size of one AU and
the number of clusters making it up. The control unit 102
then determines the FAT clusters that correspond to each AU
based on the AU size, the cluster size, and the FAT. The AU
table, which is information indicating information for speci-
fying the corresponding FAT clusters (e.g., cluster numbers)
for each AU and their usage status, is generated and stored
in the memory 105. For example, in the case where an AU
is made up of four clusters, and the size of the clusters
making up the AU is equal to the FAT cluster size, four FAT
cluster numbers can be stored in association with each AU
in the AU table. The usage status of each cluster may be
determined by referencing the FAT, or may be included in
the table.

Upon receiving an instruction for moving to the moving
image data recording mode from the operation unit 103 for
example, the control unit 102 moves the digital camera 100
to the recording standby state, and waits for an instruction to
start recording. The control unit 102 then executes a live-
view display operation in the recording standby state, in
which moving image shooting is performed with the imag-
ing unit 101, and the obtained moving image is displayed on
the display unit 109. When an instruction to start recording
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is input from the operation unit 103, the control unit 102
controls the signal processing unit 104 so as to read out
moving image data that was input by the imaging unit 101
and stored in the memory 105, and start the encoding of the
moving image data. The signal processing unit 104 stores
the encoded data in the memory 105 again.

In the present embodiment, the rate of the encoded
moving image data obtained by the signal processing unit
104 (amount of data generated per unit of time) is lower than
the recording data rate of the recording medium 108
(amount of data written per unit of time). The encoded data
therefore accumulates as it is stored in the memory 105.
Each time the amount of encoded data stored in the memory
105 reaches a first predetermined amount, the recording/
playback unit 106 reads out the encoded data from the
memory 105 and records it to the recording medium 108.
Also, if the amount of encoded data stored in the memory
105 falls to a second predetermined amount that is lower
than the first predetermined amount, the recording/playback
unit 106 temporarily stops the readout of encoded data from
the memory 105, and interrupts the processing of recording
to the recording medium 108. In this way, the recording/
playback unit 106 intermittently executes recording accord-
ing to the amount of encoded data accumulated in the
memory 105. Note that if a file is not open when encoded
data is to be recorded on the recording medium 108, the
recording/playback unit 106 creates and opens a new file for
recording encoded data, and records the encoded data as a
moving image file.

The control unit 102 controls the recording/playback unit
106 so as to write moving image data obtained in the normal
recording mode to the recording medium 108 in the high-
speed writing mode. The control unit 102 controls the
recording/playback unit 106 so as to write data after, based
on the AU table stored in the memory 105, designating the
address of the head cluster of the AU to be recorded in next
from among the empty AUs, that is to say the AUs whose
clusters making them up are all empty. Accordingly, the
recording/playback unit 106 designates the head address of
the unrecorded AU that was designated in this way, transmits
a writing command to the recording medium 108, and reads
out writing target data from the memory 105 and transmits
it to the recording medium 108. The controller built into the
recording medium 108 writes the received data to the
built-in flash memory beginning at the address designated by
the writing command. Each time one instance of writing to
the recording medium 108 is finished, the control unit 102
updates the file system data (management information)
stored in the memory 105 based on the recording position of
the encoded data that was written at that time and the like.
The control unit 102 then controls the recording/playback
unit 106 so as to read out the updated file system data from
the memory 105 and record it to the recording medium.
When one instance of writing is finished, the control unit
102 also updates the AU table stored in the memory 105.

Also, if an instruction to stop recording is received from
the operation unit 103 during moving image recording, the
control unit 102 stops the encoding of moving image data
performed by the signal processing unit 104, and closes the
file undergoing recording by the recording/playback unit
106. The control unit 102 also updates the content of the file
system data and records it to the recording medium 108
using the recording/playback unit 106. At this time, even if
an empty area remains in the AU in which moving image
data was being written when the recording was stopped (the
last-recorded AU), data will be recorded to an unrecorded
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AU in the next instance of recording, and therefore the
empty area in the last-recorded AU will be wasted.

Next, processing for recording in the interval recording
mode will be described. FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing
processing in the interval recording mode. Note that the
processing in FIG. 3 is executed by the control unit 102
controlling various units.

After the interval recording mode has been set, the
processing of FIG. 3 is started if an instruction to start
recording is received from the operation unit 103 in the
recording standby state. Note that an instruction from the
operation unit 103 is not necessary in another embodiment
in which it is possible to designate a start time for interval
recording (a specific time or the elapse of a predetermined
time period).

The control unit 102 controls the imaging unit 101 so as
to perform moving image shooting (step S301). Next, the
control unit 102 controls the signal processing unit 104 so as
to encode the moving image data and temporarily store the
encoded data in the memory 105, and then controls the
recording/playback unit 106 so as to read out the moving
image data from the memory 105 and write it to the
recording medium 108 (step S302). At this time, the control
unit 102 detects empty clusters based on the FAT that was
read out from the recording medium 108. The control unit
108 then controls the recording/playback unit 106 so as to
write the data to the empty clusters of the recording medium
108 in the normal writing mode (in cluster units).

Next, the control unit 102 determines whether or not the
shooting and recording of one set recording time (number of
frames) worth of moving image data is finished (step S303),
and repeats the processing from step S301 until the record-
ing of one recording time worth of moving image data is
finished. Also, as previously described, one recording time
worth of moving image data is recorded as one moving
image file in the interval recording mode. When the record-
ing of one recording time worth of moving image data is
finished, the control unit 102 stops the supply of power from
the power supply unit 111 to the imaging unit 101, the signal
processing unit 104, and the recording/playback unit 106.
This makes it possible to reduce power consumption in the
interval period.

When the recording of one recording time worth of
moving image data is finished, the control unit 102 deter-
mines whether or not recording for the set number of
repetitions is finished (step S304). If recording for the set
number of times is finished, the control unit 102 ends the
interval recording mode (step S305).

Also, if recording for the set number of times is not
finished, the control unit 102 determines whether or not
recording in the interval recording mode can be continued
(step S306). The control unit 102 first calculates the amount
of moving image data that is to be recorded in the next
instance of recording (next data amount). For example,
letting the data rate of the encoded moving image data be a
predetermined value, the control unit 102 obtains the next
data amount by multiplying the predetermined value by the
number frames (15 frames in the present embodiment) in the
recording time for one instance (0.5 seconds in the present
embodiment). Also, since the normal writing mode of the
recording medium 108 is used in the interval recording
mode in the present embodiment, the moving image data is
recorded in cluster units. The control unit 102 therefore
calculates the number of clusters needed in order to record
the moving image data that is to be recorded next. The
number of clusters can be obtained by dividing the data
amount by the cluster size of the recording medium 108 and
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rounding up to an integer. Next, based on the calculated
number of clusters, number of clusters per AU, and number
of remaining clusters in the AU that was used immediately
previously, the control unit 102 calculates the number of
new AUs that would be needed (next data amount) if the
moving image data were next recorded in cluster units.

For example, assume that four clusters make up one AU,
three is calculated as the number of clusters needed to record
the moving image data that is to be recorded next, and one
cluster is unused in the AU in which moving image data was
last recorded immediately previous (last-recorded AU). In
this case, the next moving image data will not fit in the
unused cluster of the last-recorded AU, and therefore one
new AU will be needed in addition to the last-recorded AU,
and the next data amount is 1 [AU].

Next, the control unit 102 obtains the remaining recording
capacity of the recording medium 108. In the present
embodiment, the number of unrecorded AUs (empty AUs)
that do not have recorded clusters among the AUs in the
recording medium 108 is detected by the control unit 102 as
the remaining recording capacity [AU]. Furthermore, the
control unit 102 calculates the next remaining capacity [AU]
by subtracting the next data amount [AU] from the remain-
ing recording capacity [AU].

Next, the control unit 102 calculates the amount of
moving image data that would be obtained if the one or more
moving image data pieces (moving image files) that have
been recorded since the start of moving image data record-
ing in the interval recording mode were concatenated with
the moving image data that is to be recorded next (i.e.,
calculates a concatenated data amount). Then, based on the
AU size, control unit 102 calculates the number of AUs that
would be needed to record the concatenated data amount.

Next, the control unit 102 compares the next remaining
capacity (number of AUs) and the next data amount (number
of AUs), and determines whether or not the next remaining
capacity is greater than or equal to the next data amount. If
the next remaining capacity is greater than or equal to the
next data amount, the control unit 102 determines that
recording can be continued, and if the next remaining
capacity is less than the next data amount, the control unit
102 determines that recording cannot be continued.

In this way, if the result of determining whether or not
recording can be continued is that recording cannot be
continued (No in step S307), the control unit 102 ends the
interval recording mode (step S305). On the other hand, if it
was determined that recording can be continued (Yes in step
S307), the control unit 102 determines whether or not an
instruction to stop recording was received from the opera-
tion unit 103 (step S308). If an instruction to stop recording
was received, the control unit 102 ends the interval record-
ing mode (step S305). If an instruction to stop recording has
not been received, the control unit 102 determines based on
the time measured by an internal timer whether or not the
elapsed time since the immediately previous recording has
reached the set interval period (step S309). If the interval
period has not elapsed, the procedure returns to step S308,
and the processing is repeated. If the interval period has been
reached, the control unit 102 returns to step S301 and shoots
and records a moving image again.

Note that as previously described, the supply of power to
some function blocks is stopped in the interval period. For
this reason, the control unit 102 controls the power supply
unit 111 so as to start the supply of power to the function
blocks at a time that is earlier than the interval period by the
amount of time needed for the function blocks to start
operating.
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FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams schematically showing the
positional relationship between recording areas of the
recording medium 108 and moving image data that has been
recorded. It is assumed that the addresses increase from top
to bottom in FIGS. 4A and 4B. In FIG. 4A, 401 to 405 each
indicate one AU, and 407 indicates an empty AU group.
Assume that the amount of data recorded in one instance of
recording in the interval recording mode is lower than the
size of one AU, and data was written in the high-speed
writing mode. In this case, moving image data has been
recorded as shown by 408 to 413 in FIG. 4A after six
instances of interval recording. Here, 408 to 413 each
indicate moving image data that was recorded in one
instance of recording, and although the size of each piece of
moving image data is lower than the size of one AU, data
writing is performed in units of AUs in the high-speed
writing mode, and therefore no data is written in the empty
areas of the AUs, and thus the empty areas are wasted.

FIG. 4B schematically shows the arrangement of moving
image data that was recorded to the recording medium 108
in the interval recording mode in the present embodiment. In
the interval recording mode, data writing is performed in
cluster units. For example, in the case where one AU is made
up of four clusters, and the amount of moving image data
recorded in one instance of recording is one cluster worth of
data, the moving image data recorded in six instances of
recording will be recorded in the clusters of two consecutive
AUs as indicated by 414. A remaining area 415 that includes
the unused area of the last-recorded AU is entirely used as
an empty area. This makes it possible to reduce wasted
recording areas. Note that if recording is performed in the
high-speed writing mode next, the unused areca of the
last-recorded AU will not be used.

Next, processing for joining moving image data pieces
that were recorded in the interval recording mode will be
described. If a join instruction has been input from the user
via the operation unit 103 for example, the control unit 102
instructs the recording/playback unit 106 to play back the
moving image files that were recorded on the recording
medium 108 in the interval recording mode in order begin-
ning with the moving image file that was recorded first. The
recording/playback unit 106 reads out the moving image
files that were recorded in the interval recording mode from
the recording medium 108 in the order of recording, and
transmits them to the signal processing unit 104. The signal
processing unit 104 decodes the moving image data of the
readout moving image files and temporarily stores the
decoded moving image data in the memory 105. In parallel
with the decoding, the signal processing unit 104 also
successively reads out the decoded image data from the
memory 105 and re-encodes the moving image data of
multiple decoded moving image files into one continuous
piece of moving image data. When joining multiple moving
image files, data is re-encoded after being decoded once
instead of being joined in the encoded state in order to
improve the encoding efficiency at the junction between
moving image files and reduce the possibility of obtaining
an unnatural result at a junction in decoding processing after
the joining.

The control unit 102 then controls the recording/playback
unit 106 so as to record the data that was encoded as one
piece of moving image data in this way as one moving image
file. At this time, the control unit 102 instructs the recording/
playback unit 106 to record the joined moving image data in
the high-speed writing mode. In this way, multiple moving
image files that were recorded in the normal writing mode in
the interval recording mode are joined into one moving
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image file and recorded in the high-speed writing mode.
Since there is one moving image file after joining and there
is a high possibility that its size will be larger than one AU,
even if that moving image file is recorded in the high-speed
writing mode, there is a very large reduction in the number
of wasted clusters compared to the state in FIG. 4A.

In this way, in the digital camera of the present embodi-
ment that has multiple writing modes with different units of
recording to the recording medium, moving image data
obtained in each instance of shooting in the interval record-
ing mode is recorded to the recording medium as a separate
file in the writing mode having the smallest recording unit.
In the interval recording mode, the length of moving image
data obtained in one instance of shooting is comparatively
short, and an interval period is set from when one instance
of shooting and recording is finished until the next instance
of shooting starts. For this reason, even if recording is
performed in the normal writing mode, writing can be
finished before the end of the interval period, and there is no
loss of moving image data. In this way, by recording moving
image data in the writing mode having the smallest record-
ing unit in the interval recording mode, it is possible to
reduce the amount of wasted area in the recording medium
compared to the case of performing recording in the high-
speed writing mode.

On the other hand, in the normal recording mode, the
recording time is undetermined unlike in the interval record-
ing mode, and the amount of standby time until the next
instance of recording is also undetermined, and therefore
moving image data that was captured at 30 frames/second
needs to be recorded continuously and swiftly. Accordingly,
moving image data obtained by shooting in the normal
recording mode is written to the recording medium in the
high-speed writing mode.

Note that in the present embodiment, the supply of power
to some constituent elements such as the imaging unit and
the signal processing unit is stopped in the interval period.
Alternatively, the control unit 102 may set a time for
switching on the power next in the internal timer, and then
switch off the power of the digital camera 100. In this case,
the supply of power to the timer is continued in the powered
off period, and then when the set time has been reached, a
startup instruction is input from the timer to the CPU in the
control unit 102.

Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention will
be described. In the present embodiment as well, the con-
figuration and basic operations of the digital camera 100 are
similar to first embodiment, and redundant descriptions
thereof will be omitted. In the present embodiment, the time
of one instance of recording (shooting) in the interval
recording mode can be set by the user via the operation unit
103 from among multiple candidates that have been pre-
pared in advance. For example, the user can select and set
one of 0.5 seconds, 1 second, 5 seconds, and 10 seconds,
which were prepared as candidate recording times. The
control unit 102 stores information indicating the set record-
ing time in the memory 105. A characteristic of the present
embodiment is that in the interval recording mode, either the
normal writing mode or the high-speed writing mode is set
according to the length of the recording time for one instance
set by the user.

FIG. 5A is a flowchart showing writing mode setting
processing according to the second embodiment, and steps
for performing the same operations as in FIG. 2 are denoted
by the same reference numbers and will not be described
redundantly. The processing up to the setting of the normal
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recording mode is the same as in the first embodiment. If the
interval recording mode has been set, the control unit 102 of
the present embodiment detects the recording time (shooting
time) for one instance set by the user by referencing the
memory 105 (step S503). The control unit 102 then deter-
mines whether or not the recording time is lower (shorter)
than a predetermined value set in advance (step S504). The
predetermined value is 2 seconds in the present embodi-
ment.

If the set recording time is lower than the predetermined
value, the control unit 102 sets the normal writing mode as
the mode for writing data to the recording medium 108 (step
S203). Also, if the set recording time is higher than or equal
to the predetermined value, or if it was determined in step
S202 that the normal recording mode has been set, the
control unit 102 sets the high-speed writing mode as the
mode for writing data to the recording medium 108 (step
S204).

In this way, in the present embodiment, instead of imme-
diately setting the normal writing mode if the interval
recording mode has been set, the normal writing mode is set
if the condition that the recording time for one instance is
lower than the predetermined value is satisfied. If the
recording time for one instance is short, the amount of
moving image data recorded in one instance of recording is
also low, and is often smaller than the size of one AU. For
this reason, writing data in the normal writing mode makes
it possible to reduce the amount of wasted recording area in
the recording medium 108 similarly to the first embodiment.

On the other hand, if the recording time for one instance
is long, there is the risk that when moving image data
obtained in one instance of shooting is being written to the
recording medium 108 in the normal writing mode, the
interval period will end and the next instance of shooting
will start before the writing is finished. In view of this, it is
possible for the maximum recording time for which data
writing can be finished in the normal writing mode to be
obtained statistically for each interval period in advance, and
for the predetermined value to be set based on the recording
time. The predetermined value may be the maximum record-
ing time itself, or may be approximately 90% of the maxi-
mum recording time in order to obtain a margin. In this way,
in the interval recording mode, the normal writing mode is
set if it is determined that the writing of a predetermined
recording time worth of moving image data that is to be
recorded in one instance of recording will be finished within
the interval period when using the normal writing mode. On
the other hand, the high-speed writing mode is set if it is
determined that this writing will not be finished within the
interval period when using the normal writing mode.
Accordingly, moving image data obtained by shooting in the
interval recording mode can be reliably recorded.

FIG. 5B is a flowchart showing another example of
writing mode setting processing according to the present
embodiment, and steps for performing the same operations
as in FIG. 2 are denoted by the same reference numbers and
will not be described redundantly. The processing up to the
setting of the normal recording mode is the same as in the
first embodiment. Also, similarly to FIG. 5A, if the interval
recording mode has been set, the recording time for one
instance that was set by the user is detected (step S503).

In this example, the control unit 102 furthermore detects
the interval period by referencing the memory 105 (step
S514). The interval period may be fixed, or the user may be
allowed to set it with a method similar to the method of
setting the recording time. The control unit 102 then deter-



US 9,456,173 B2

13

mines whether or not the product of the recording time and
a predetermined coefficient o is lower than the interval
period (step S515).

If the product of the recording time and the predetermined
coeflicient o is lower than the interval period, the control
unit 102 sets the normal writing mode as the mode for
writing data to the recording medium 108 (step S203). Also,
if the product of the recording time and the predetermined
coeflicient a is higher than or equal to the interval period, or
the determination result of step S202 is the normal recording
mode, the control unit 102 sets the high-speed writing mode
as the mode for writing data to the recording medium 108
(step S204).

For example, if a is 5, the recording time is 0.5 seconds,
and the interval period has been set to 5 seconds, then
(recording time (0.5 seconds)xS<interval period (5 sec-
onds)), and therefore the normal writing mode is set. Note
that although it is assumed that the coefficient . is a value
greater than 1, it may be set appropriately based on the
amount of moving image data that can be stored in the
memory 105 (buffer capacity), the data rate of the moving
image data that is to be recorded, and the like.

The present embodiment obtains the effects of the first
embodiment, and additionally, by setting the writing mode
in a more detailed manner, makes it possible to more reliably
carry out the recording of moving image data obtained by
shooting in the interval recording mode. Also, by allowing
the user to set the recording time and the interval period, it
is possible to provide interval recording that is more user-
friendly.

Other Embodiments

Aspects of the present invention can also be realized by a
computer of a system or apparatus (or devices such as a CPU
or MPU) that reads out and executes a program recorded on
a memory device to perform the functions of the above-
described embodiments, and by a method, the steps of which
are performed by a computer of a system or apparatus by, for
example, reading out and executing a program recorded on
a memory device to perform the functions of the above-
described embodiments. For this purpose, the program is
provided to the computer for example via a network or from
a recording medium of various types serving as the memory
device (e.g., computer-readable medium).

While the present invention has been described with
reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-158273, filed on Jul. 30, 2013, which
is hereby incorporated by reference herein its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A recording apparatus having a CPU and a memory,
comprising:

a recording unit that records moving image data to a

recording medium having a plurality of clusters; and

a control unit configured to select one of a first writing

mode and a second writing mode, wherein in the first
writing mode, data is written into the recording
medium in a first writing unit corresponding to a single
cluster of the plurality of clusters, and in the second
writing mode data is written into the recording medium
in a second writing unit corresponding to two or more
continuous clusters of the plurality of clusters, and the
control unit further configured to control the recording
unit so as to write the moving image data to the
recording medium in accordance with the selected
writing mode; and
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a mode setting unit configured to set one of a plurality of
moving image recording modes including
(1) a normal moving image recording mode in which
recording of moving image data is started in accor-
dance with a recording start instruction and is
stopped in accordance with a recording stop instruc-
tion; and
(ii) an interval moving image recording mode in which
a predetermined recording time worth of moving
image data is repeatedly recorded each time a pre-
determined interval period elapses;
wherein the control unit:
selects one of the first writing mode and the second
writing mode in accordance with the moving image
recording mode set by the mode setting unit such that
the first writing mode is selected in the interval moving
image recording mode and the second writing mode is
selected in the normal moving image recording mode,
and
controls the recording unit so as to record moving image
data to the recording medium in accordance with the
first writing mode in the interval moving image record-
ing mode and to record moving image data to the
recording medium in accordance with the second writ-
ing mode in the normal recording mode, and

wherein at least one of the recording unit, the control unit
and the mode setting unit is implemented by the CPU
using the memory.

2. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
in the interval moving image recording mode, the control
unit selects the first writing mode if the predetermined
recording time is shorter than a predetermined value set in
advance, and selects the second writing mode if the prede-
termined recording time is longer than or equal to the
predetermined value set in advance.

3. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
in the interval moving image recording mode, the control
unit selects the first writing mode if it is determined that
writing of the predetermined recording time worth of mov-
ing image data will be finished within the interval period
when using the first writing mode, and selects the second
writing mode if it is determined that writing of the prede-
termined recording time worth of moving image data will
not be finished within the interval period when using the first
writing mode.

4. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
in the interval moving image recording mode, the control
unit selects the first writing mode if the product of the
recording time and a predetermined coefficient o (o>1) is
lower than the interval period, and selects the second writing
mode if the product of the recording time and the predeter-
mined coefficient o is higher than or equal to the interval
period.

5. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the data recorded on the recording medium is managed per
cluster.

6. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
each of the plurality of clusters is the same size.

7. The recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the predetermined recording time worth of moving image
data is recorded in accordance with the first writing mode in
the interval moving image recording mode.

8. A recording method comprising:

controlling a recording operation of moving image data to

a recording medium having a plurality of clusters
according to a writing mode selected from among a first
writing mode and a second writing mode, wherein in



US 9,456,173 B2

15

the first writing mode, data is written into the recording
medium in a first writing unit corresponding to a single
cluster of the plurality of clusters, and in the second
writing mode, data is written into the recording
medium in a second writing unit corresponding to two
or more continuous clusters of the plurality of clusters;
and

setting one of a plurality of moving image recording
modes including

image data to the recording medium in accordance
with the second writing mode in the normal record-
ing mode.

16

a control unit configured to select one of a first writing

mode and a second writing mode, wherein in the first
writing mode, data is written into the recording
medium in a first writing unit corresponding to a single
cluster of the plurality of clusters, and in the second
writing mode, data is written into the recording
medium in a second writing unit corresponding to two
or more continuous clusters of the plurality of clusters,
and the control unit further configured to control the

(1) a normal moving image recording mode in which 10 di . ite th A d
recording of moving image data is started in accor- fecording pmt S0 as to yvrlte the [HOVINS MARe ata to
dance with a recording start instruction and is the recording medium in accordance with the selected
stopped in accordance with a recording stop instruc- writing mode; e}nd .
tion and a mode setting unit configured to set one of a plurality of

(ii) an interval moving image recording mode in which 15 [moving lmage recordlp g modes ! ncludlng (@) a n.ormal
a predetermined recording time worth of moving moving image record.lng mode m which recordu.lg of
image data is repeatedly recorded each time a pre- MOVINg 1nage data 18 starteq mn accordance with a
determined interval period elapses recording start instruction and is stopped in accordance

wherein the controlling comprises ’ with a recording stop instruction and (ii) an interval
selecting one of the first writing mode and the second 20 moving 1mage rec.ordlng mode in Wthh a predete.r-
writing mode in accordance with the moving image mined recording time WOI.Th of moving 1I.nage.data 18
recording mode set in the setting step such that the repf:atedly recorded each time a predetermined interval
first writing mode is selected in the interval moving IF Cerio d Elapses, | unit:
image recording mode and the second writing mode w lereln the c?ntlrlo Emt' .- 4 d th d
is selected in the normal moving image recording 25 s€ ect.s. one o t.e rst writing mode an t.e secon
mode. and writing mode in accordance with the moving image
controlling the recording operation so as to record recording I.n.Ode set by the mode.settlng unit such that
moving image data to the recording medium in the first writing mode is selected in the interval moving
accordance with the first writing mode in the interval 1mlage fie.cor(lillng mOdT and Fhe §econd Wmlg.g modezils
moving image recording mode and to record moving 30 selected i the normal moving 1mage recording mode,

and

controls the recording unit so as to record moving image

data to the recording medium in accordance with the

first writing mode in the interval moving image record-
ing mode and to record moving image data to the
recording medium in accordance with the second writ-
ing mode in the normal recording mode.

9. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a program for causing a computer to function as a 35
recording apparatus comprising:

a recording unit that records moving image data to a

recording medium having a plurality of clusters; and L



